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Paddy Keenan with John Walsh

“In Irish music there are legends and legends and then there’s Paddy 
Keenan. Paddy Keenan’s playing is now at its peak. Na Keen Affair is 
one hell of a comeback.”—John O’Regan, Rock ‘n’ Reel, 1997 
 
“The genius of Paddy Keenan at the top of his art remains unassailable. 
There is no other uilleann piper alive who can reach the heights of 
performance that he can… a career…that has been distinguished by 
Olympian playing.”—Washington Irish Folk Festival, 1994 
 
“I just couldn’t BELIEVE the ferocity with  which Paddy Keenan 
attacked the uilleann pipes. A product of the wild style of Travelling 
pipers… Keenan was, for me, [The Bothy Band’s] most breathtaking 
component.”—Colin Irwin, Melody Maker 
 
“A knowledge of the sum total of his technical achievements does not 
prepare one for the excitement o f his playing. His fluid ro lling style of 
piping is further heightened by his sure instinct for the right place to 
decorate the melody or even to interrupt its flow by a staccato passage 
of exceptional brilliance…The same approach to performance is 
evident… a willingness to  risk everything for success, all the time 
reaching out for the difficult but rewarding turn or variation rather than 
taking the easy way around a musical problem.”—Tomas O Canainn, 
Traditional Music in Ireland (Routledge & Kegan Paul) 
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